
	

	

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
The Miami Book Fair International Opens with One-of-a-Kind Inaugural 
Event Featuring This American Life's Ira Glass on Sunday, November 16  
 
Space is limited for ticketed events; early registration is encouraged. 
 
 
Miami, Oct. 16, 2014 –The 31st Miami Book Fair International (MBFI), produced by The Center for Literature 
and Theatre @ Miami Dade College (MDC), opens with a remarkable performance featuring the iconic Ira 
Glass, of This American Life fame, choreographer and dancer Monica Bill Barnes and dancer Anna Bass.  
 
Glass, the creator of the radio show that changed the way we think about radio, takes it to the edge again by 
incorporating a medium decidedly not for radio: dance. Three Acts, Two Dancers and One Radio Host, co-
presented by MBFI and MDC Live Arts, takes place at 5 p.m., on Sunday, November 16, in the Olympia Theater 
at the Gusman Center for the Performing Arts, 174 E. Flagler St. in downtown Miami.  The collaboration features 
radio interviews that are staged as dance performances, and also includes scenes taken from the lives of the 
performers themselves. The New York Times called Barnes' dance "...unapologetically human and refreshingly 
relatable..." The Santa Barbara Independent called the collaboration "...a perfect––and perfectly unexpected––
union." Tickets are $35-$55 and available at www.mdclivearts.org 
 
 
After the inaugural performance, Alexander McCall Smith, author of the offbeat and wildly popular No. 1 Ladies' 
Detective Agency series, will talk about the latest adventures of Mma Ramotswe, the beloved Botswanan sleuth, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapman Conference Center (Building 3, 2nd floor). The Handsome Man's Deluxe Café 
(Pantheon; $24.95) is the latest installment in the series, which has been translated into 45 languages and sold 
20 million copies worldwide. McCall Smith, author of more than 100 books, was also Professor of Medical Law at 
the University of Edinburgh (where he is now Professor Emeritus), and helped establish the law school at the 
University of Botswana. Tickets for this event are $15.  
 
Also at 7:30 p.m., in the MDC Wolfson Campus Auditorium (Building 1, 2nd floor), Dr. Nora Erro Peralta will 
host An Evening with Elena Poniatowska. Poniatowska is the 2013 winner of the Cervantes Prize, the premiere 
literary award to Spanish-language writers. She joined an elite group of Mexican authors––including Octavio Paz 
and Carlos Fuentes––who have previously won the prestigious award. Poniatowska has been referred to as the 
"Grand Dame of Mexican Literature." Her most famous work, La noche de Tlatelolco, is a chronicle of the 
massacre of students by Mexican government forces in 1968. Published in 1971, Los Angeles Times called the 
book "...the first account to challenge the official version of events that night." La noche de Tlatelolco confirmed 
Poniatowska as one of the world's most courageous and respected writers. The conversation will take place in 
Spanish. Admission is free. 
 
Meanwhile, the Swamp, sponsored by the Knight Foundation, is a freewheeling pop-up lounge that will bring to 
life the fun and sometimes idiosyncratic aspects of life in Florida. The Swamp is located in the big tent at the 



	

	

southeast corner of N.E. 3rd St. and 2nd Ave. The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation is supporting this 
and other programs at the Book Fair that help make the city a destination for writers and readers. 
 
Events at The Swamp on November 16 include the Weird Miami Bus Tour, Muhammad Ali Edition, at 4 p.m., 
presented by Bas Fisher Invitational and Thought Loom. The tour will follow Cassius Clay's daily training run from 
Overtown to Miami Beach. Space is limited. Tickets are available at www.basfisherinvitational.com. 
 
At 4 p.m. the Bocce Ball Tournament with Mr. Entertainment (of Pookiesmackers fame) commences.  
 
D.J Lolo will be spinning for the Book Fair Opening Party from 4 - 6:30 p.m on The Porch. 
 
Live painting with Lebo! is at 6:30 p.m. The official poster artist of this year's fair paints live onstage to the 
trumpet sounds of Jason Lawner, Leonardo Madrigal and Ted Zimmerman. 
 
At 7:15 p.m. it's Magic Book City with Book Fair board members, Board Chair Mitchell Kaplan, incoming Center 
for Literature Executive Director Tom Healy as well as Center and Fair staff.  
 
Poetry Karaoke presented by O, Miami starts at 7:30 p.m. O, Miami will transform The Swamp into a poetry 
karaoke lounge. Poetry karaoke is a literary take on the musical version that invites participants to slam like the 
pros, reciting poems that range from Shakespeare to Shel Silverstein, Richard Wilbur to Richard Blanco, and 
more. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., Party with Suénalo! Suénalo, the Afro-Cuban-reggae-jazz-electro-hip hop sensation, will perform 
live. A multicultural cocktail, these masters of melodic funk will be enticing bookish types get in touch with their 
Dionysian side on the dance floor. 
 
Miami Book Fair International 2014 will take place from November 16 - 23 at the Wolfson Campus in downtown 
Miami and promises to be another exceptional literary event!  
 
For regular updates on the Miami Book Fair, please visit www.miamibookfair.com, call 305-237-3528 or email 
wbookfair@mdc.edu. Find the Fair on social media at 
https://twitter.com/miamibookfair 
https://www.facebook.com/MiamiBookFair 
http://instagram.com/miamibookfair  
http://thecenteratmdc.tumblr.com/ 
 
Miami Book Fair International and The Center For Literature And Theatre @ Miami Dade College  
Miami Book Fair International, widely considered the largest and finest literary event in the U.S., is the premier 
event of The Center for Literature and Theatre @ Miami Dade College, a part of MDCulture, the Cultural Affairs 
Department of the College. The Center promotes reading, writing and theater at locations throughout South 
Florida by consistently presenting activities open to all. Its Generation Genius programs for children and teens 
promote literacy and learning. Its creative writing program has national appeal, and courses are taught by local 
and visiting authors. It is also home to Prometeo Theatre, the nation's leading Spanish language, conservatory-
style program offering training for actors, and featuring performances throughout the year. In 2012, the Center 
celebrated its tenth year with a renewed commitment to the advancement of literary and theater arts. 
 



	

	

Miami Book Fair International is made possible through the generous support of the State of Florida and the 
National Endowment for the Arts; the City of Miami; Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners; Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools; the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau; the Miami Downtown Development; and the 
Friends of the Fair; as well as many corporate partners. 
 
MDC Media-only contacts: Juan Mendieta, MDC director of communications, 305-237-7611, 
jmendiet@mdc.edu; Tere Estorino Florin, director of media relations, 305-237-3949, testorin@mdc.edu; Roxana 
Romero, 305-237-7187, rromero3@mdc.edu; Sue Arrowsmith, 305-237-3710, sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu; Lisa 
Palley, Miami Book Fair publicist, 305-642-3132, lpalley@bellsouth.net; or Maria Lanao, Miami Book Fair social 
media and Spanish programs publicist, 305-764-3370 ext. 206, maria@levycomm.com.  
    
This and other MDC releases are available on the web at www.mdc.edu.  
 
### 


