
	

	

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

The Miami Book Fair International and the Poetry Foundation honor 
Nathaniel Mackey, 2014 Ruth Lilly Honoree 

 
Miami, Nov. 11, 2014 –The 31st Miami Book Fair International (MBFI), produced by The Center for Writing 
and Literature @ Miami Dade College (MDC), and the Poetry Foundation present poet Nathaniel Mackey in 
conversation with Poetry Foundation President, Robert Polito, and Don Share, poet and Chief Editor of Poetry 
magazine. The event will take place at 11 a.m. on Sunday, November 23, in Room 8201 (Bldg. 8, 2nd floor). 
Mackey will also read selections of his work. The presentation is made possible by the support of Knight 
Foundation.  
 
Nathaniel Mackey is this year's recipient of the 2014 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize, a recognition of lifetime achievement 
in poetry and perhaps the most important accolade awarded to poets in the United States. Mackey has won many 
other prestigious awards for his work, including the National Book Award and a Guggenheim fellowship. 
 
Mackey's poetry is characterized in part by its relationship to music, specifically jazz, its improvisational 
component and its capacity for human expression. “I try to cultivate the music of language, which is not just 
sounds. It’s also meaning and implication. It’s also nuance. It’s also a kind of angular suggestion,” said Mackey 
about his writing in 2006. Share said that "Mackey's own rare combinations create an astonishing and resounding 
effect: his words go where music goes: a brilliant and major accomplishment.” The New Yorker called Mackey's 
work “[a]n open-ended exegesis of musical meaning that is equal parts African American history, Bedouin 
mysticism, and Mackey's own imagination.”  
 
Born in Miami in 1947, Mackey earned a bachelor's degree from Princeton University, and a doctorate from 
Stanford University. In addition to his writing, he has had a distinguished academic career, and is now the 
Reynolds Price Professor of Creative Writing at Duke University. He was chancellor of the Academy of American 
Poets from 2001-2007. 
 
The 2014 Poetry Foundation’s Ruth Lilly and Dorothy Sargent Rosenberg Poetry Fellows, emerging poets 
Hannah Gamble, Solmaz Sharif, Danez Smith, Ocean Vuong and Wendy Xu, will also be reading from their 
work.  
 
The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation is supporting this and other programs at the Book Fair that help 
make the city a destination for writers and readers. 
 
Miami Book Fair International 2014 will take place from November 16 - 23 at the Wolfson Campus in downtown 
Miami and promises to be another exceptional literary event!  
 
For regular updates on the Miami Book Fair, please visit www.miamibookfair.com, call 305-237-3528 or email 
wbookfair@mdc.edu. Find the Fair on social media at 
https://twitter.com/miamibookfair 
https://www.facebook.com/MiamiBookFair 



	

	

http://instagram.com/miamibookfair  
http://thecenteratmdc.tumblr.com/ 
 
Miami Book Fair International and The Center For Literature And Theatre @ Miami Dade College  
Miami Book Fair International, widely considered the largest and finest literary event in the U.S., is the premier 
event of The Center for Literature and Theatre @ Miami Dade College, a part of MDCulture, the Cultural Affairs 
Department of the College. The Center promotes reading, writing and theater at locations throughout South 
Florida by consistently presenting activities open to all. Its Generation Genius programs for children and teens 
promote literacy and learning. Its creative writing program has national appeal, and courses are taught by local 
and visiting authors. It is also home to Prometeo Theatre, the nation's leading Spanish language, conservatory-
style program offering training for actors, and featuring performances throughout the year. In 2012, the Center 
celebrated its tenth year with a renewed commitment to the advancement of literary and theater arts. 
 
Miami Book Fair International is made possible through the generous support of the State of Florida and the 
National Endowment for the Arts; the City of Miami; Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners; Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools; the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau; the Miami Downtown Development; and the 
Friends of the Fair; as well as many corporate partners. 
 
MDC Media-only contacts: Juan Mendieta, MDC director of communications, 305-237-7611, 
jmendiet@mdc.edu; Tere Estorino Florin, director of media relations, 305-237-3949, testorin@mdc.edu; Roxana 
Romero, 305-237-7187, rromero3@mdc.edu; Sue Arrowsmith, 305-237-3710, sue.arrowsmith@mdc.edu; Lisa 
Palley, Miami Book Fair publicist, 305-642-3132, lpalley@bellsouth.net; or Maria Lanao, Miami Book Fair social 
media and Spanish programs publicist, 305-764-3370 ext. 206, maria@levycomm.com.  
    
This and other MDC releases are available on the web at www.mdc.edu.  
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