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On January 23, 2017, members the USC Aiken 

community gathered for the official opening and 

ribbon cutting of the new pedestrian bridge. 

The bridge brings the two sections of campus 

together at last, and the day was of both practical 

and symbolic significance. The bridge provides 

safe passage for the tens of thousands of 

students, staff and guests who visit each year 

for an increasing number of events. It also serves 

as a reminder of unity on a growing campus. 

Chancellor Jordan, assisted by Vice Chancellor 

for Finance and Administration Joe Sobieralski 

and Senior University Facilities Executive Brian 

Enter, were instrumental in propelling Dr. Tom 

Hallman’s idea of a pedestrian bridge from a vision 

to a reality. In addition, the project received the 

support of legislators Senator Tom Young, Senator 

Shane Massey, Representative Bill Taylor and 

Representative Bart Blackwell.
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USC Aiken topped the chart as the #1 Regional 

Comprehensive Public College in the South in the 

benchmark U.S. News and World Report college 

rankings. It is the 12th time we have won this 

distinction, and we have ranked in the top three 

in the category for 19 consecutive years. The 

Chronicle of Higher Education also recognized 

USC Aiken as a 2016 Great College to Work For. 

As the only Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges 

(COPLAC) in South Carolina, we continue to lead 

the way with our core liberal arts and sciences 

education driving our curriculum.

As part of our continued outreach in the region, we 

are building relationships and working with groups 

of every kind, from area businesses to arts and 

cultural organizations. USC Aiken Children’s Center 

is the only National Association for the Education 

of the Young Child childcare center in Aiken County, 

and we provided onsite training for more than 250 

students, including teacher cadets from 10 different 

area high schools. USC Aiken is an economic 

engine in our region, with an impact of $180 

million annually. We have ongoing partnerships 

with Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, the Aiken 

Regional Medical Center, Main Street USA, and the 

Southern City Film Festival. USC Aiken works with 

the Academy for Lifelong Learning to give seniors 

opportunities to take fun and enriching courses 

in cooking, art, current events and more. We also 

collaborate internationally, with the Ajeenkya D.Y. 

Patil University and its School of Management in 

Pune, India, as well as the Sou. Sushila Danchand 

Ghondawat Charitable Trust in Atigre, India.

 



8 9

Enrollment for our 2016-2017 academic 

year at USC Aiken is the highest ever. 

We had 3,548 students registered for 

the fall semester, and student diversity 

tops 40 percent this year. Students 

from 35 states and 32 countries from 

across the globe are in attendance, 

and we are gratified to have students 

from every part of our culturally rich 

region studying together and helping 

to make USC Aiken’s student body truly 

representative of the communities we 

serve.

Our students are flourishing at USC Aiken, and 

grades and retention rates are better than ever. 

The Retention, Progression and Graduation 

Task Force recommended several monitoring 

policies that are helping our students stay on 

track. Graduation rates overall are higher, and 

retention for full-time freshmen students are 

trending upward more sharply. Passing grades 

are on the rise as well. Participation in our 

Honors Program has more than doubled in the 

past five years, and participants in the Palmetto 

College Program, a collaborative online upper-

level degree completion initiative, notched its 

best enrollment ever in 2016.

Higher education empowers. One of our goals at 

USC Aiken is to make higher education available 

as widely as possible so our citizens can enjoy its 

many benefits. The Economic Mobility Project by 

the Pew Charitable Trusts showed how vital higher 

education can be to economic advancement. The 

study concluded that college graduates were five 

times more likely to escape the lowest income 

quintile, and more than twice as likely to move 

from the lowest to the middle quintile, compared 

with those without a degree. There are many other 

examples of how critical a role higher education 

plays in expanding opportunity and financial 

security. That is why we work so hard at community 

outreach and keeping the net cost of an education 

at USC Aiken low. In the last fiscal year, our net 

costs were significantly lower than the average for 

comprehensive public institutions in our state, and 

lower than 78 percent of these schools. Behind all 

these numbers are human stories, and that is why 

our central mission is to make the transformational 

possibilities of a university education a reality for 

our citizens.
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Our alumni at USC Aiken are the mainstay of our 

institution. And with Pacer alumni living in all 50 

states they are also our ambassadors. We have 

more than 16,000 alumni spanning the country and 

the globe, as well as three alumni regional chapters 

that sponsor community and fundraising events. 

The Double Knot chapters also provide a place for 

camaraderie and reminiscing. We are currently 

working on creating new chapters, so if you are 

interested in starting a chapter in your area, please 

get in touch with the Alumni Relations office!

Scholar Athletes at USC Aiken take a back seat 

to no one. More than half of our Pacer athletes 

earned a spot on the Peach Belt Conference 

Presidential Honor Roll. Our men’s tennis squad 

snagged an Intercollegiate Tennis Association All-

Academic team award.  and five scholar athletes 

earned personal honors for ITA Scholar-Athlete 

status, which requires a 3.5 GPA. In addition, 

the men’s golf team was named 2016 Division II 

Academic National Champions by the Golf Club 

Coaches of America for notching the highest GPA 

in the division. Almost always competitive, 7 out of 

11 Pacer teams advanced to regional competitions 

last year, with 58 percent of our student athletes 

holding down a 3.0 GPA or better.

Our university, an officially recognized Military 

Friendly School, is proud to serve the members 

of our military and veterans who have selflessly 

served our country. Veterans and military students 

constitute more than 10 percent of the student 

body at USC Aiken. Our Veteran and Military 

Student Success Center (VMSCC) has experts 

on staff to answer questions for our veteran and 

military students about benefits, careers and 

more. The center can assist veteran and military 

students with the transition to civilian life, and 

has an active program of events to ensure they 

succeed academically. The VMSCC is also an 

informal gathering spot for students to meet, 

network and share their experiences.

Our faculty had an impressive year, making 

243 presentations and producing 112 scholarly 

publications. They won over $5 million in external 

grant funding in support of their work and research, 

as well as Magellan, RISE and ASPIRE grants 

totaling almost $100,000. In the arts, our faculty 

members had 18 gallery exhibitions, 17 theatrical 

production credits, performed 17 concerts, and 

produced several musical compositions.
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The United States faces a severe shortage of STEM 

professionals in the coming decade. Realizing this 

is on the horizon, USC Aiken is ramping up our 

efforts to fill the gap and provide excellent career 

opportunities to our students. The University 

launched new bachelor’s degree programs in 

Clinical Laboratory Sciences and Industrial Process 

Engineering, fields that are on the rise. We have 

also begun a new MBA program for those with 

STEM degrees. Combining business training with 

STEM expertise is a great way to stimulate the 

kind of scientific entrepreneurship that will be an 

important factor in the 21st century economy. 

USC Aiken has strong alliances with organizations 

and companies that include Bridgestone America 

and AECOM to introduce STEM education to K-12 

students in the area. In addition, the new 70,000 

square foot Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative, 

a partnership with the Savannah River National 

Laboratory, will bring the latest industrial research 

fabrication techniques right onto the USC Aiken 

campus. This will provide an excellent resource 

for students to learn more about the latest 

technological advances in fields such as clean 

energy, robotics and advanced automation.
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USC Aiken boasted 22 Magellan Scholars 

last year, more than all the other non-

Columbia campuses combined. Magellan 

Scholarships are awarded to USC students 

working with a faculty mentor on advanced 

research projects, which are funded up to 

$3,000 per year to cover salary, materials 

or travel. Three USC Aiken students were 

new Magellan Scholars for 2016. Christine 

Hartmann, a psychology major, is studying 

aspects of math anxiety and methods to 

overcome it. Biology major David Hodges is 

researching the mating and conservation 

genomics of the American wood stork, a 

bird native to South Florida that has been 

in population decline from habitat loss, but 

is now coming back in South Carolina. Brook 

Clarke and Harli Eggenberger are exercise 

and sports science majors who are creating 

visual communication tools to promote 

healthy eating.

Dear Alumni, Friends, and Aiken Community,

How many ways can the University of South 

Carolina say thank you?  Oh, so many. With your 

generous support over the 2015-2016 year, 

USC Aiken was able to accomplish many points 

of pride.  Did you know that your generous gifts 

and donations helped our students, faculty and 

staff in the following ways?

• Award over $700,000 in scholarship support

• Assist our faculty with $70,000 for 

independent research, seminar and travel 

costs.  This included many 1:1 research 

projects with top students and co-

publications.

• Our Family Fund raised over $80,000 with 

90% of our staff and faculty participating.  

When asking for external donations, this 

statistic is critical in sharing that our internal 

support is outstanding.

• With only 13% of the University’s budget 

coming from the state, USC Aiken continues 

to sustain and enhance our operations 

because of your private support and 

generosity.

On behalf of our entire student body, faculty 

and staff, a heartfelt thanks to all of you for 

supporting the #1 Regional Public University in 

the Southeast!

Sincerely,

 

Mary C. Driscoll

Vice Chancellor for Advancement


